Additional Role Information

The National Fisheries Laboratory’s (NFL) services range
from fish ageing, fish health checks Fish health checks -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) to fish disease and non-native
investigations. We are unique in the breadth of diagnostic
services we provide. During a fish disease investigation,
we screen for all diseases; including notifiable diseases,
new and emerging pathogens, non-native parasites and
non-infectious  conditions. During a non-native
investigation we not only identify the species (potentially
through both morphological and molecular techniques)
Managing the risk from non-native fish - Creating a better
place (blog.gov.uk) but we can also screen for disease
and new and emerging pathogens. We also provide an
ageing service, from both scales and otoliths to support
our investigations, and our monitoring and stillwater
surveys Fish ageing: A powerful tool for fisheries! — Lines
on the Water (anglingtrust.net). Our examinations are
carried out within multiple laboratory spaces and routinely
include post-mortem of fish, parasitology, microscopy,
histology, virology, bacteriology and ageing.

The team

The NFL is an Environment Agency National Laboratory
Service to support our statutory duty to maintain, improve
and develop fisheries. Funded by rod licence income, the
NFL investigate, manage, and control fish diseases and
non-native fish for the benefit of people, fisheries,
businesses & the wider environment.

We are a very friendly team of 16, often enjoying social
events together, including a spot of fishing. Team ethic is
very important to us and we rely on individuals working
together and supporting each other.

The role

Our grade 4 technical and scientific officers are leaders
and support the management of laboratories and
services. You will have core responsibility for an area of
work and will also be expected to support across our other
core disciplines. You will have responsibility for ensuring
training and standards across your work area and to
support the development of our services and people. You
will have direct and applicable experience in the role you
are applying for and an opportunity to build your skills both
in this area and others, dependent on previous
experience, interest and capability. This not only ensures
a quality service, but also ensures an opportunity for
continuous training, development and on the job learning.


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/fish-health-checks
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/fish-health-checks
https://environmentagency.blog.gov.uk/2022/05/30/managing-the-risk-from-non-native-fish/
https://environmentagency.blog.gov.uk/2022/05/30/managing-the-risk-from-non-native-fish/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinesonthewater.anglingtrust.net%2F2021%2F05%2F11%2Ffish-ageing-a-powerful-tool-for-fisheries%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEmma.Nolan%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cbdf20c8972cc4813c19c08daf3cf407a%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638090368703171755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XkyglRmTSUIRgZkrifIEdEquz1qDGaTzl3DfFCPELp0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinesonthewater.anglingtrust.net%2F2021%2F05%2F11%2Ffish-ageing-a-powerful-tool-for-fisheries%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEmma.Nolan%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cbdf20c8972cc4813c19c08daf3cf407a%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638090368703171755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XkyglRmTSUIRgZkrifIEdEquz1qDGaTzl3DfFCPELp0%3D&reserved=0

Employee testimonials

‘I first joined the NFL in 2011 as a Grade 3
officer. With limited freshwater fisheries
background, | soon realised how incredibly
complex and interesting the world of fish and
fisheries is, and how they both need protecting.
12 years and a few jobs later, including going
back to university to obtain a PhD in the
subject, I'm still as fascinated as ever and
particularly enjoy seeing the technical
developments we are making at the lab to help
protect angling and the environment.”

“Working at the National Fisheries Laboratory
Is as equally fun as it is challenging. There is
never a shortage of work and always
opportunity to progress individual areas of
interest. | joined the Agency as a student back
in 2017 and have since developed and
progressed several projects forward which are
now being used nationally. For me, this
highlights the NFL team’s ability to support its
staff and progress their specialisms. The team
here is sociable, inclusive, hardworking and
members of local and national programmes

meaning with have access to discounts, social
events and national schemes.”




Capabilities for the role

This list is not exhaustive, nor do we expect candidates to
be able to fulfil every capability

Scientific and technical
Laboratory operations

IT proficient

Data handling

Report writing

Delivering results through others
Environmental awareness
Fisheries management awareness
Health and Safety

Working with others

Working in a team

Scientific knowledge

Monitoring and assessment
Legislative knowledge
Independent and manages self
Dynamic

Communicates effectively

Focuses on customers

For more information on what we do please see the
following links:

Our suite of factsheets can be found here IFM and EA
Fishery & Angling Page — Institute of Fisheries

Management

Our talk on ‘Health Fish, Healthy Fisheries’ for the Angling
Trust’s Virtual Fisheries Forum can be found here Virtual
Fisheries Forum Resources Centre 2020/21 - Angling
Trust

Some blogs on the work we do here

Inside the Environment Agency's fish lab - Creating a
better place (blog.gov.uk)

What happens in a fish laboratory? - Creating a better
place (blog.gov.uk)



https://ifm.org.uk/ifm-training/ifm-fishery-guidance/
https://ifm.org.uk/ifm-training/ifm-fishery-guidance/
https://ifm.org.uk/ifm-training/ifm-fishery-guidance/
https://anglingtrust.net/regional-forums/virtual-fisheries-forum-resources-centre/
https://anglingtrust.net/regional-forums/virtual-fisheries-forum-resources-centre/
https://anglingtrust.net/regional-forums/virtual-fisheries-forum-resources-centre/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenvironmentagency.blog.gov.uk%2F2016%2F03%2F08%2Finside-the-environment-agencys-fish-lab%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEmma.Nolan%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cbdf20c8972cc4813c19c08daf3cf407a%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638090368703171755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TBOGGLMPT3A6Lv29Aep0uEID0Zdw9wG6VezhG8SqBmU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenvironmentagency.blog.gov.uk%2F2016%2F03%2F08%2Finside-the-environment-agencys-fish-lab%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEmma.Nolan%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cbdf20c8972cc4813c19c08daf3cf407a%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638090368703171755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TBOGGLMPT3A6Lv29Aep0uEID0Zdw9wG6VezhG8SqBmU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenvironmentagency.blog.gov.uk%2F2014%2F05%2F30%2Fwhat-happens-in-a-fish-laboratory%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEmma.Nolan%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cbdf20c8972cc4813c19c08daf3cf407a%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638090368703171755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uTXktEjIrWVp5WoXih5sMluOxh6sZXiQydO5mhnVNvo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenvironmentagency.blog.gov.uk%2F2014%2F05%2F30%2Fwhat-happens-in-a-fish-laboratory%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEmma.Nolan%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cbdf20c8972cc4813c19c08daf3cf407a%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638090368703171755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uTXktEjIrWVp5WoXih5sMluOxh6sZXiQydO5mhnVNvo%3D&reserved=0

