Additional Role Information

This is a fantastic opportunity for someone with a
passion for agriculture or the rural environment to
be at the forefront of agricultural change. As a
team member in one of the Environment Agency’s
Area Land and Water teams you will be trained to
carry out targeted farm visits to help improve
farmer behaviours with respect to their local
environment.

Based out of one of our West Midlands Area
offices, you will be working with farmers to ensure
compliance with existing environmental
regulations. Local offices include:

Environment Agency West Midlands Area:
Tewkesbury, Shrewsbury, Birmingham,
Kidderminster, Stafford, Fradley [2 Posts]

Training & Development

You will receive the necessary training and development
to ensure that you have the skills needed to perform this
role to a high standard. This will include a mixture of on-
the-job training, mentoring, e-learning and some
structured classroom/remote learning sessions. The
training and development programme is vital for ensuring
you have a good understanding on all aspects of
agricultural regulation and to maximise your future career
options

The team

You will be part of a local operational team that carry out
regulatory inspections of farms and are integral to delivering
real on the ground improvements to the environment. This is
a specialist role, but many skills are transferrable, and
training will be provided. You will be required to:

. carry out targeted farm visits

. engage with farmers to influence them
to change their practices, which may
involve difficult conversations

. collect and report on data and findings

. be willing to undertake regulatory
enforcement action when needed,
prosecutions and the serving of
notices



Employee testimonials

| am an Agricultural Regulatory Inspection Office in the
West Midlands. My original career was spent in retail HR,
with long hours and great responsibility, but | wanted to get
back into farming which is where my passion lies. | needed
a role where | could manage my farming commitments as
well as 2 young children. The Agricultural Regulatory
Inspection Officer (ARIO) caught my eye on LinkedIn, and |
thought “that’s the role for me!”

Most of our team have a farming/agricultural background so
we understand the farming calendar and appreciate the
pressures faced by farmers.

The role of an ARIO involves visiting farmers, ensuring
they’re not breaching Farming Rules for Water as well as
Silage, Slurry and Agricultural Fuel QOil regulations. We
advise and guide farmers to help them improve their
practices and reduce pollution and ensure compliance with
regulations. It's a great role, | get to meet farmers, discuss
best practice and improve the environment.

One of the great things about working for the Environment
Agency is the flexibility that is afforded. This enables me to
tailor my day around my other responsibilities but still
achieve in my

work role. The training is excellent and there are endless
opportunities to further your career development. We also
get to be involved in exciting things like incident support. If
you choose to join us then be assured there will never be a
dull day!




Capabilities for the role

Ideally you will have been educated in agriculture
and have experience of working on UK farms or with
farmers. Please do not be put off applying if you do
not have a degree, A Level or other qualification
because we will provide you with all the training you’ll
need. It's much more important that you have the
right personal characteristics and a passion for
protecting the environment. Full training will be given
on legal requirements and enforcement powers.

For the role the following are desirable:

. an understanding of the general complexities and
challenges of working UK farms

. excellent communication skills

. an ability to have challenging conversations

. knowledge of the ‘Silage Slurry
and Agricultural Fuel Oil
regulations’ and the ‘Farming
Rules for Water’

You must also have:
o afull UK driving licence

IT skills (e.g. Microsoft Office, including Word and
Excel), be comfortable using an iPad and a laptop on
a daily basis, and be able to input inspection findings
into systems

We welcome applications for part-time hours to support
flexible working.

Lincolnshire farmer tells other farmers not to worry about
Environment Agency check - Creating a better place

(blog.gov.uk)



https://environmentagency.blog.gov.uk/2022/10/05/lincolnshire-farmer-tells-other-farmers-not-to-worry-about-environment-agency-check/
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